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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1-88. (cancelled) 



89, (previously ameriBed) A target tissue localization device comprising: 



a bioabsorbable element in a pre-delivery state prior to its delivery to a soft 



tissue site of a patient; 



the bioabsorftable element comprising a chemotherapy agent; and 

said bioabsorbable element being of a material which is in a post-delivery 



state at the target tissue site. 




90. (previdUsly amended) The device according to claim 89 wherein the 

bioabsorbable element is remotely visualizable within the surrounding soft tissue when in the post- 
delivery state. 



91-93. (Cancelled) 



(previously amended) A target tissue localization device comprising: 

a bioabsorbable element in a pre-delivery state prior to its delivery to a soft 



tissue of a patient; 



said bioabsorbable element being of a material which is in a post-delivery 



state at the target/tissue site; and 



the bioabsorbable element comprising means for subsequently receiving a 



therapeutic agsnt. 



\ 
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95, (previously ad/ied) The device according to claim 94 wherein the receiving 



means comprises a radiation agent. 



96. (previously added)* The device according to claim 94 wherein the receiving 



means comprises a gene therapy agent 



97. (previously added) The device according to claim 94 wherein the receiving 



means comprises a chemotherapy agent 



98. (previously added) The device according to claim 89 further comprising a 

ith |l 



marker element in contact with the bioabsorbable element. 



99. (previoiAly added) The device according to claim 98 wherein the marker 
element is a radiopaque marker element located generally centrally within the bioabsorbable 
element 




100. (previously added) The device according to claim 99 wherein the radiopaque 
marker element is a chosen/one of a permanent marker element and a temporary marker element. 



101. (ciujrently amended) The device according to claim 89 wherein the 

j 

bioabsorbable element is remotely visualizable in its post-delivery state by at least one of ultrasound^ 
and mammography and MRI . 



102. (cancelled) 
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103. (previously added) The device according to claim 89 wherein the 
bioabsorbable element is physically diffeflfent in its post-delivery state from its pre-delivery state. 



104-117. (cancelled) 



1 18. (previously added) A target tissue localization method comprising: 
taking tissue fifom a target tissue site within a patient; 
selecting a bioabsorbable element that is capable of yielding therapy via 
delivery of a therapeutic agent to oil activating a therapeutic agent within the bioabsorbable element; 

positioning the bioabsorbable element at the target tissue site; 
testing the ttesue; and 

if the testinfe indicates a need to do so relocating the target tissue site by 
finding the bioabsorbable element by palpation of the patient to feel the bioabsorbable element. 



1 19. (previously added) The method according to claim 1 1 8 wherein the 
positioning step is earned out jusing said bioabsorbable element and a radiopaque marker. 



1 20. (previously added) The method according to claim the 1 1 9 wherein the 
radiopaque marker element p a chosen one of a permanent marker element and a temporary marker 
element. 



12 L (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 1 8 wherein the 
remotely visualizing step/is carried out to buy at least one of ultrasound 7 and mammography aad 
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MM. 



122. (previously/ added) The method according to claim 118 further comprising 
the step of selecting the bioabsorbable element so that after postioning at the target site, the 
bioabsorbable element has a harjness of at least about 1.5 times as hard as the surrounding tissue. 



123. (previously added) The method according to claim 1 1 8 further comprising the 
step of effectively preventing blood from contacting the bioabsorbable element until the 
bioabsorbable element is positioned at the target site. 



124. (previously added) The method according to claim 123 wherein the 
effectively preventing step is/carried out by using a hemostatic bioabsorbable element having a non- 
hemostatic biodegradable oijter layer* 




125. (previously added) The method according to claim 118 wherein the 
positioning step is carried out using a bioabsorbable element with a remotely sensible marker 
element at a generally central location within the bioabsorbable element. 



126. (pre piously added) The method according to claim 1 1 8 wherein the tissue 
taking step is carried out at a biopsy site as the target tissue site. 



V 
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127. (previously added) A target tissue localization method comprising: 
taking tissue froiji a target tissue site within a patient; 
selecting a bioabsorbable element that is capable of yielding therapy via 
delivery of therapy or activating therapy within the bioabsorbable element; 

positioning th£ bioabsorbable element at the target tissue site* 

/ 

testing the tissue; and 

if the testing indicates the need to do so relocating the target tissue site by 
finding the bioabsorbable element by locating inflammation at the target tissue site caused by the 
bioabsorbable element. 



128. (previousl Wadded) The method according to claim 127 wherein the 
positioning step is carried out usifig said bioabsorbable element and a radiopaque marker. 




129. (previously added) The method according to claim the 128 wherein the 
radiopaque marker element is it chosen one of a permanent marker element and a temporary marker 
element. 



130. (currently amended) The method according to claim 127 wherein the 
remotely visualizing step is larried out by at least one of ultrasound? and mammography and MRJ. 



131. (preyously added) The method according to claim 127 further comprising the 
step of selecting the bioabsbrbable element so that after positioning at the target site, the 
bioabsorbable element has L hardness of at least 1.5 times as hard as the surrounding tissue. 
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132. (previously added) The method according to claim 127 further comprising the 
step of effectively preventing Mood from contacting the bioabsorbable element until the 
bioabsorbable element is positioned at the target site. 



133, (previously added) The method according to claim 132 wherein the 
effectively preventing step ik carried out by using a hemostatic bioabsorbable element having a non- 
hemostatic biodegradable cpter layer. 




134. (previously added) The method according to claim 127 wherein the 



positioning step is carriedfout using a bioabsorbable element within a remotely sensible marker 
element at a generally central location within the bioabsorbable element. 



135. (previously added) The method according to claim 127 wherein the tissue 
taking step is carried out at a biopsy site as the target tissue site. 
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1 36, (previously amended) A target tissue localization method comprising: 
taking tissue from a target tissue site within a patient; 
selecting a bioabsorbable element that is capable of yielding therapy via 
delivery of a therapy or activating therapy within the bioabsorbable element; 

positioning the bioabsorbable element at the target tissue site; 
the step of Selecting the bioabsorbable element at the target tissue site; 
the step off selecting the bioabsorbable element being carried out so that after 
positioning at the target site, thqf bioabsorbable element has a hardness of at least about 1.5 times as 
hard as the surrounding tissue; 

testing the tissue; and 

if the testing indicates a need to do so relocating the target tissue site by 
finding the bioabsorbable element by remotely visualizing the bioabsorbable element. 



137. (previously added) The method according to claim 136 wherein the position 
step is carried out using said bioabsorbable element and radiopaque marker. 



138. (previously added) The method according to claim the 1 37 wherein the 
radiopaque marker element is a chosen one of a permanent marker element and a temporary marker 
element. 



139. ^previously amended) The method according to claim 136 wherein the 
remotely visualizing step is carried out to by at least one of ultrasound; and mammography and Mill 



8 



Received from < > at 8/8/03 8:06:43 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 

\ 



AUG-08-2003 17:06 



P. 12/24 



Attorney Docket: 032,290-0006 

(Formerly ARTM-I005US) 



140. (cancelle< 



141. (previously added) The method according to claim 136 further comprising the 
step of effectively preventing blood from contacting the bioabsorbable element until the 
bioabsorbable element is positi ;>ned at the target site. 



142. (previou sly added) The method according to claim 141 wherein the 
effectively preventing step is c irried out using a hemostatic bioabsorbable element having 
hemostatic biodegradable outer layer. 



a non- 



143, (previoi lsly added) The method according to claim 136 wherein the 
positioning step is carried out using a bioabsorbable element with a remotely sensible marker 
element at a generally central location within the bioabsorbable element. 




144. (previo jsly amended) A target tissue localization method comprising: 
taking 1 issue from a target tissue site within a patient; 
selectir g a remotely visualizable bioabsorbable element; and 
positioning the remotely visualizable bioabsorbable element at the target 



tissue site. 



145. (previo lsly added) The method according to claim 144 wherein the 
positioning step is canied out (using a bioabsorbable element at least a portion of which is 
radiopaque. 
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146. (previously added) The method according to claim 144 wherein the tissue 

i. 

147. (previously added) The method according to claim 144 wherein the 
positioning step is carried out using remote visualization. 



148. (previously added) A medical treatment method comprising: 
taking a tissue sample from a target tissue site within a patient; 
positioning a bioabsorbable element at the target tissue site at the time of the 



taking of the tissue sample; 



site. 




testing ipe tissue sample; 

if the testing indicates the need to do so, medically treating the target tissue 



149. (canceled) 



1 50. (pre\fiously added) The method according to claim 148 wherein the medically 
treating step comprises delivering a therapeutic agent to the target site. 



151. (cancelled) 



1 52. (previously added) The method according to claim 148 further comprising 
relocating the target tissub site by finding the bioabsorbable element. 



10 



Received from <> at 8/8/03 8:06:43 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



i 



AUG-08-2003 17= 0S 




P. 14/24 



1 



Attorney Docket: 032,290-0006 

(Formerly ARTM-1005US) 



1 53. (previously added) The method according to claim 1 52 wherein the relocating 
step is carried out by a chosen ope of palpation and remote visualization. 



154. (previous 



y amended) The method according to claim 152 wherein the 



relocating step is carried out byjremote visualization using at least one of ultrasound and 
mammography. 



155. (previoijsly added) The method according to claim 152 wherein the relocating 
step is carried prior to the meaically treating step. 



156. (previously added) The method according to claim 1 55 wherein the medical 



treating step comprises removal of tissue. 




157. (prevj 
positioning step is carried 



ously amended) The method according to claim 148 wherein the 
it using a remotely visualizable bioabsorbable element, and wherein the 
relocating step comprises diiding a treatment device to the bioabsorbable element by at least one of 
remote visualization and palpation. 



1 58. (previously added) The method according to claim 1 48 wherein the medically 
treating step comprises activating the site locatable by the bioabsorbable element. 



1 59. (previously added) The method according to claim 158 wherein the activating 
step is carried out by at least one of: 
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injecting a radiationremitting element at the vicinity of the target site; 
externally activating a therapeutic means within the bioabsorbable element; 
externally irradiatjhg the taiget site; and 
triggering a substance carried by the element. 



/ 

160. (previously adddb) The method according to claim 148 wherein the tissue 
sample taking step is carried out at a b/opsy site as the target tissue site. 




161. (new) A method for marking a biopsy cavity, comprising the steps of: 
providing a bioresorbible body having a radiopaque marker contained within the 



bioresorbable body; 



removing a bjppsy specimen from the breast of a patient, leaving a biopsy 



cavity; 



inserting the bioresorbable body into the biopsy cavity to mark the location of 



the biopsy cavity; and 



testing the Dtopsy specimen. 



1 62. (new) Thd method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of relocating the 

iicpi 



biopsy site by detecting the radiopaque marker. 



163. (new) Th ; method of claim 1, wherein the bioresorbable body is collagen. 



164. (new) Th e method of claim 1 , wherein the bioresorbable body is gelatin. 
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